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GRESHAM CASTLE

Mirim walked down the crushed seashell surface of Broadway on her 
beloved husband Elisha’s arm. The local calendar said it was December 
25th, 1891, and for most of the last three months the lunar revolution 
had kept them apart from each other. That struggle still was not over, 
but after the bloody horror of the Endymion Cluster campaign, they 
were both taking a couple of days' break before the summit meeting 
at Endymion Aerie. Since Elisha was leading the war as general, it 
was likely he would be the Rrst president of the Selenite Gepublic. 
Assuming they won, and assuming there were people to make up a 
Selenite Gepublic after they won.

They were walking slowly on their path from the Embassy of the 
Selenite Gepublic to Iresham Castle. Nt would not do for their son, 
Jasir, to hurry ahead of them to see Beulah Iresham and for his 
parents to arrive moments later. After Jasir and Beulah’s trip to Mars, 
it appeared all that remained for the two of them was planning the 
wedding. 

Mirim did wonder whether there would be both a lunar ceremony and 
an earth ceremony, or only one or the other. As well as she got along 
with Beulah’s mother, Losephine, Mirim was not willing to forgo the 
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lunar ceremony, and was not opposed to having a wedding on both 
worlds. After all, Beulah’s older brother “alter and his wife Eleanor 
had weddings on both worlds.

-“e’re a long way from being co6managers of the village at Tunnel 1? 
Entrance, aren’t we, my soul”q Elisha asked Huietly.

-“e are indeed, my soul.q Mirim said, -N’m hoping you can wrap up 
the war in time for me to consult Caroline Farrison about how to be 
a proper jirst Oady without seeming presumptuous.q

-N will see what N can do,q Elisha promised. -But we Zust can’t aVord 
campaigns like Endymion for the rest of the clusters.q

-Too bad there aren’t really winged lions like Uscar and zeke on 
Earth.q Mirim remarked, as they approached Iresham Castle. “inged 
lion statues were a favorite ‘ictorian decoration. Among others, the 
Ireshams had two guarding the gateway at the foot of the stairs to the 
castle.

Elisha chuckled. -Nf they were the si3e N’ve been told real lions are, they 
might be more fearsome than MaZor Gegdar and his Troll troopers. 
Maybe “alter and Eleanor could have brought some back from their 
recent trip to Africa.q

-N know, my soul,q Mirim said, resting her head on her husband’s 
shoulder. Then she straightened up. -Fave you heard” Doctor Thad6
da says Caroline is going to make a complete recovery from her tuber6
culosis.q

-That is wonderful news.q Elisha agreed, -N wonder if that would 
count as one of these xChristmas presents’ we’ve been hearing about.q
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-N don’t know,q Mirim mused as they climbed the steps to the main 
entrance to Iresham Castle. -Nma’s husband, Ekkabert, has been 
studying this Bible of theirs, and he couldn’t really tell me much 
of anything. Apparently Christmas presents are a tradition that has 
grown up around celebrating the birth of their Lesus Christ. Nn fact, 
the celebration of Christmas itself seems to be eCtra6biblical. N suppose 
we are Zust going to have to ask the natives about the traditions of 
Christmas. After all, how complicated could they beDq
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THE KISSING BOUGH

Walter Gresham Jr. slid open the door when Elisha and Mirim arrived 
at Gresham Castle. Technically, this was a breach of protocol since 
it was the home of Walter Senior and Walter Jr. and his wife Eleanor 
were only visiting. But the Greshams had all but adopted Elisha and 
Mirim since the two had krst arrived with the delegation of lunar 
envoys bacA in Spril. -ince this was mostly a family getVtogether much 
of the stringent xictorian protocol was even more relaUed today than 
it normally was in Galveston, TeUas, –nited -tates “ an indication of 
how unimpressed the family was with what someone in Britain “ even 
one of the most inYuential British monarchs of all time “ thought was 
proper.

’”Hall come on in,j Walter Jr. said, beaming. Ris English wife, Eleanor, 
was qust coming into the hall from the Gold Ioom as Elisha and 
Mirim divested themselves of coats. 

’This is Puite the change from when ? left in -eptember.j Elisha 
remarAed, ’?n the lunar underground, we never need clothing as warm 
as that coat. ? hear it is even colder where your 'resident livesFj
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’”ep,j Walter replied. ’? wouldnHt be surprised if theyHve had snow in 
Washington 1.C. by now. May even have some on the ground as we 
speaA.j

’-nowFj Mirim asAed. ’What is snowFj

’?tHs Aind of liAe fro8en rain, eUcept it free8es so far up in the air that 
it qust Yoats down as tiny little ice crystals. January three years ago, in 
OLLL, it snowed on DranAHs birthday. Mama made snow cream for his 
birthday present, but thatHs the only time ? can remember there being 
snow here.j Walter eUplained.

Elisha shooA his head in wonder. ’The weather on your planet is a 
continual surprise. ?Hm glad we donHt have to worry about snow, or 
thunderstorms, or fog, or unscheduled rain, or any of a do8en other 
things you have to worry about here on Earth. ? canHt imagine how 
much more complicated weather would maAe General Miles camV
paigns compared to mine.j

’Nf course General Miles didnHt have to deal with a mindVcontrolling 
tyrant wielding darA magic,j Walter countered.

’True, true. ? donHt Anow which ?Hd rather deal with,j Elisha said.

’? donHt suppose you get much of a choice,j Walter pointed out. ’? 
guess you play the hand youHre dealt and itHs a waste of time wishing it 
was someone elseHs hand.j

While the two men went into the library to continue their talA, Mirim 
and Eleanor embraced. Mirim looAed around at the entry hall and 
grand staircase in wonder. Ever since their krst dinner at Gresham 
Castle, Mirim had been in awe of the mansion. Most people were 
impressed with the enormous xictorian mansion. ?f you counted the 
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basement that was actually at ground level, it was more than four 
stories tall with more than 7!,!!! sPuare feet of interior space and 
do8ens of rooms. ?t was made of red granite blocAs, concrete, and steel 
with decorative iron worA and walls two feet thicA. 2icolas Clayton, 
the architect, touted it in his advertising as one of the preVeminent 
residential designs in Galveston. -ince only 2ewport, Ihode ?sland 
had a reputation for being a richer city than Galveston that was saying 
something.

That made it impressive to most visitors, but to Mirim and other 
visitors from the Moon the most impressive thing was the lavish use 
of wood. The whole house was klled with a vast array of wooden 
paneling, accents, and furniture. Burled walnut, oaA, multiple types of 
mahogany, cherry, all the way down to long leaf pine could be found in 
the house. -ince wood for building anything was almost nonVeUistent 
on the Moon, the wooden eUtravagance was always impressive. 

Today, that beauty was highlighted by gorgeous decorations. Npposite 
the foot of the grand staircase rising kfteen feet into the air, almost 
to the railing of the second story balcony was a conical tree unliAe 
anything Mirim had ever seen. ?t was covered by darA green leaves 
that were almost liAe thousands of tiny twigs or fat needles. ?t had an 
almost furry appearance. The tree was decorated by a vast assortment 
of colorful ribbons, fanciful paper ornaments, fruits, and tiny leuAos 
lights in a variety of colors.

There were four columns in the entry hall made of a beautiful polished 
stone called -iena Marble. Mirim Anew that was somewhere over the 
eastern ocean and was very prestigious, but had never eUplored it in 
more detail. They were beautiful and as strange as the wooden Yoors 
made from the three diéerent colors of wood. Today, however, the 



M?I?M5- D?I-T CRI?-TMS- K

marble was almost obscured by coiling decorations made of green 
plants, colorful ribbons, and golden grasses. There were also odd 
little brown oblongs in the decorations. -imilar garlands were hung 
throughout all the areas of the house that Mirim could see.

’This is lovely9j she eUclaimed to Eleanor. 

’?snHt itFj Eleanor replied. ’?Hd forgotten how much ? miss Christmas. 
-ince my motherHs husband went bacA to England, it has been only me 
at Christmas. 6ast year, ? was included in some of the events as WalterHs 
kanc…e, but this year, ?Hve been able to actually help Josephine, Beulah 
and the staé with the decorating. Especially with Tom and DranA bacA 
from university, it has been the best Christmas season ?Hve had since 
the Christmases Mother and ? spent at ‘nebworth Rouse while the 
Graves eUpedition was on Mars when ? was kve and siU.j

’Come and qoin us in the Gold Ioom,j Eleanor said, trying to lead her 
friend into the sitting room with the gold damasA cloth on the walls 
the Greshams called the Gold Ioom.

’Certainly, in a moment. Dirst, ?Hd liAe you to eUplain this,j Mirim said, 
gesturing toward the conical tree in the area of the Grand -tair. 

’Be careful, Mirim,j Eleanor said playfully. ’”ou donHt want to walA 
under the Aissing bough without Elisha.j

Mirim stopped and looAed around, mystiked. ’‘issing boughF What 
is a Aissing boughFj

Eleanor pointed to the chandelier part way down the entry hall. 
2ormally this was an elegant and practical threeVbranched chandeV
lier. This afternoon the three branches were virtually obscured by an 
intricate arrangement of plants and fruit. There were more colored 
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ribbons, vines and more of the furry looAing branches woven together 
into a festive sheath. There were even half a do8en bright red fruits 
Mirim didnHt recogni8e spaced around the bottom of the chandelier. 

'ride of place, however, seemed to be reserved for an abundant bouV
Puet of a plant that occurred only in this one arrangement among the 
many. The narrow oval leaves were thicA and waUy, a deep winter green 
that caught the lamplight and reYected it softly, as though the plant 
itself were aware of its ceremonial role. 'early white berries clustered at 
the nodes, translucent and faintly luminous, each one fragileVlooAing 
yet resolute, liAe a promise that had survived the cold. 

S ribbon of darA red silA bound the bouPuet in place, its Anot neat 
and functional, holding the arrangement with understated authority. 
Beneath the arrangement, space seemed to gather meaning, as though 
the air itself understood that it was a place set aside, where tradition inV
vited courage and aéection was given formal permission to act. ’What 
is thatFj Mirim asAed, her voice hushed by the importance her social 
siUth sense recogni8ed, but her mind did not understand.

’That,j Eleanor said Puietly, her voice full of emotion, ’was my special 
contribution. Ss the most recently married member of the family, it 
was my tasA and privilege to arrange the Aissing bough. ?t is a very old 
Christmas tradition to hang mistletoe, the plant there in the middle, 
from a place of prominence. 1uring the festivities, any couple passing 
under the Aissing bough is supposed to share a Aiss. 6ast year it was 
both embarrassing and eUciting to manufacture eUcuses for Walter and 
? to pass under the Aissing bough Josey made. The way things are 
looAing, this may be my only year to maAe a Aissing bough. Thomas 
and Iey are planning to marry in the fall neUt year, and from what 
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Tia 1olores said andŠ some other things, it looAs liAe your 2asir and 
Beulah may be married before neUt Christmas as well.j

Mirim wondered what other things she was talAing about but decided 
to allow Eleanor her secrets. Sfter all, that might not be her secret to 
share. -he did share a smile with the younger woman, a smile with 
more than a hint of mischief in it. ’? thinA we should refrain from 
eUplaining the tradition of the ‘issing Bough to either my son or 
husband. ?t will beŠ entertaining to see how 2asir and Elisha react 
when Beulah and ? demonstrate it for the krst time.j

The gay laughter from the two as they continued toward the rotunda 
where the grand stair was located was heard in the library, but neither 
Elisha nor 2asir thought anything of it. –nfortunately, or fortunately, 
none of the other men thought to eUplain the tradition of the ‘issing 
Bough to either of their guests, focusing instead on trivial matters liAe 
the way the war with the Manufactory was going or how production 
of the GaisariU armored personnel carriers was coming along. 

Mirim couldnHt help but smile at how her young friend, Eleanor, the 
pragmatic engineer, superstitiously walAed around the ’inYuencej of 
the Aissing bough. But PuicAly her attention was refocused as Eleanor 
began eUplaining the decorations. ’?n England, where ?Hm from, and 
even in 2ew ”orA and 2ew Jersey where ? spent most of my life 
before coming here, we decorate for Christmas much the same. We 
use ribbons and boughs from pine and kr trees liAe these.j
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’These branches come from a tree that is actually called 3furHFj Mirim 
asAed, surprised.

Eleanor looAed a little confused. ’”es, theyHre called kr trees. Why is 
that surprisingFj

’Well, ? thought they looAed furry, Aind of liAe a catHs tail when the cat 
is startled. ? didnHt eUpect them to actually be called fur trees.j

Eleanor giggled, something she tried to avoid but which happened 
when she was startled and amused. ’?Hm sorry, not fVuVr, but fViVr 
kr trees. ? donHt Anow why they have that name, but ? doubt it has 
anything to do with animal fur.j

Mirim smiled her da88ling smile. ’”our languages continually ama8e 
me, especially English. ?t seems to have so many words that mean 
almost the same thing, and then has other words that sound the same 
and mean completely diéerent things. ?t is almost as if someone bacA 
in history tried to invent or borrow as many words as they could.j

’That isnHt far from correct,j Eleanor agreed. ’England had so many 
diéerent people conPuer and rule it, each with their own language to 
add to the collection. Snd then there are people liAe William -haAeV
speare and 6ewis Carroll inventing words all the time. Even mothV
erHs patron, 6ord 6ytton, invented often Puoted phrases. Re actually 
coined the phrase 3the pen is mightier than the swordH for one of his 
plays.j

’Sma8ing,j Mirim said. ’But you were telling me about the plants in 
the decorations.j

’Nf course,j Eleanor continued. ’-o most of these are pine branches 
that came with the trees that Mr. William Mc1onald sent from 'aris. 



M?I?M5- D?I-T CRI?-TMS- OO

That is the 'aris in East TeUas, not the one in Drance. East TeUas has 
whole forests of pine trees. ?Hm not sure where the kr branches came 
from, but there werenHt very many of them, so they were used strategiV
cally. The Aissing bough uses more than any of the other decorations.j

’?Hm guessing this enormous tree is a pine tree, not a kr treeFj Mirim 
asAed.

’? believe youHre right,j Eleanor said. ’? suppose George Carver could 
have told us, but he is still on Setherwood ?sland studying the plants 
there. This is a Christmas tree. ? thinA the Germans krst decorated 
pine trees for Christmas, and that may be where the –nited -tates 
got the tradition, but once 4ueen xictoria and 'rince Slbert started 
having elaborate Christmas trees, they caught on all over the English 
speaAing world. Nf course 4ueen xictoriaHs family, especially on her 
motherHs side, were German nobles, and 'rince Slbert was the son 
of a -aUon 1uAe. That is a German duchy in the area of Germany 
that the SngloV-aUons came from. The Sngles are the people we get 
the word 3EnglishH from. ? heard that when Benqamin and Caroline 
celebrated their krst Christmas in the White Rouse, they were the krst 
presidential couple to have an 3oldVfashioned Christmas treeH.j

’The cut paper and ribbons are beautiful,j Mirim said admiringly. 
’Snd these are Earth apples, arenHt theyFj

’”es, they are,j Eleanor answered. ’Snd these are oranges from 
-tringfellow Nrchards. ? donHt Anow anyone else growing oranges in 
TeUas. These decorations are slices of orange hanging from clumps of 
cinnamon sticAs. Snd these are pine cones, although ? donHt Anow if 
they are from this type of pine tree.j
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’They are remarAable, and such a variety of delicious smells,j Mirim 
remarAed. ’But ? Anow for a fact that leuAos crystal lights are not 
traditional since we brought them with us in Spril.j

’”ouHre right, of course.j Eleanor agreed. ’Sll the time growing up, 
and last year here at Christmas, instead of lights there were tiny canV
dles in the branches. Nf course, we couldnHt leave them burning all 
the time. Especially later in the season, when the tree is more dried 
out, leaving candles burning unattended is qust asAing to have a kre. 
-ince the leuAos lights donHt produce heat, they can be placed without 
worry.j

’But arenHt leuAos crystals the same as your precious gemsFj Mirim 
asAed.

’True,j Eleanor said. ’Chemically, they are rubies, emeralds, and sapV
phires. The fact that they are the same thing as Martian power crystals 
puts them beyond price. But since Srgos can manufacture them from 
lunar dust and Larac can charge them from the fusion power plant at 
2iAolaHs Tower, we can use as many as we want. Besides, there still isnHt 
much of a marAet for them. ?f someone were to steal them, it would 
do them as little good as stealing the crown qewels of some European 
country. They could never sell them to anyone.j

The rest of the ladies qoined Eleanor and Mirim in the Grand -tair, 
and the mistress of the house, Josephine Gresham, tooA everyone up 
the stairs to admire the decorations on that Yoor before returning to 
the decorations in the Gold and -ilver Iooms, named for the gold and 
silver cloth wall coverings in the formal sitting room and music room.
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Sfter the ladies had looAed at and admired the decorations in all the 
rooms on the main Yoor and the second Yoor of the house, and the 
men had done their best to both solve the worldHs problems and knish 
smoAing their cigars, it was time for Christmas dinner. 

Mirim got Elisha to come out of the library qust before Josephine 
announced dinner. -ince 2asir stayed behind talAing to Walter -r. 
about something, that allowed Mirim to catch Elisha under the Aissing 
bough, pull his head down, and Aiss him soundly. Elisha had learned 
enough about Earth customs to be shocAed and surprised by this 
public display of aéection, even if it was his wife. Re recovered PuicAly, 
however, and wrapped his arms around his beloved. The leuAos gems 
in their wedding rings shone liAe stars on their kngers as the spectators 
applauded.

Walter -r. and 2asir missed the show, and 2asir looAed mystiked 
when he eUited the library. Mystikcation transformed to shocAed inV
credulity as Beulah pulled his face down for a Aiss on the lips in front of 
the whole assembly. Ris wideVeyed eUpression turned to embarrassed 
selfVconsciousness as Beulah looAed up at him mischievously and said, 
’2asir, that is a Aissing bough. ?t is Christmas tradition that if a man 
passes beneath the Aissing bough, his lady is owed a Aiss. ? was only 
collecting my due.j

1awning comprehension wiped the embarrassment from the young 
manHs face, replaced brieYy by a calculating looA. Re then glanced at 
Walter -r., who suddenly grinned and nodded. 2asir then grinned 
and dropped to one Anee, holding BeulahHs hands in his. ’Beulah, my 
soul, you are the most ama8ing woman ? have ever had the privilege 
of Anowing. ”our generosity is unbounded. ”our love of God is unV
Puestionable. ”our beauty is beyond compare. Nver the last several 
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months, and especially during our qourney to Mars and bacA, it has 
become clear to me that you can be my complementary support and 
? can be yours. ? have asAed for and received permission from your 
father to asA for the most precious gem in his treasury, the hand of his 
youngest daughter in marriage. 'lease agree to qoin your life to mine, 
that we may be a family together for as long as we both shall live.j

?t was BeulahHs turn to stare in openVmouthed shocA, a sentiment 
shared by several of the ladies. ?t wasnHt that anyone doubted that the 
proposal was coming, but no one had eUpected it to happen today, 
under the Aissing bough. ?n the silence, MirimHs Puiet Puestion carried 
clearly. ’Will ? be calling you daughter, my dearFj

BeulahHs mouth clopped shut, radiant happiness suéusing her face as 
she began to nod with ecstatic vigor. ’”es, yes, yes, my soul9 ? would 
be overqoyed to marry you9 ? canHt imagine anything better than to 
be your wife. ”es, yes, yes, please, yes9j she eUclaimed eUcitedly as she 
threw herself into her kanc…eHs arms for an even more thorough and 
twoVsided Aiss.

When the applause of the assembled family seeped into the awareness 
of the newly engaged couple, they broAe their Aiss a little selfVconV
sciously, and 2asir reached into his pocAet and withdrew a ring. ?t was 
gold with a large sapphire that matched her eyes and a scattering of 
palest blue sapphires around it. Beulah covered her mouth with one 
hand in ama8ement as 2asir slipped the ring on the ring knger of her 
left hand.

’When Walter and Eleanor came to us on the Moon, Eleanor already 
had her engagement ring on her left hand,j 2asir eUplained. ’-ince 
our custom is to place the linAed leuAos wedding rings on the right 
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hand, it seemed to me that giving you a traditional Earth engagement 
ring was only proper.j

’?tHs beautiful,j Beulah breathed, looAing at the ring in wonder, before 
throwing her arms around him again.

Ss the assembled family members applauded once more, Mirim overV
heard Walter Jr. remarA to Eleanor, ’”ou donHt seem to be as surprised 
as the rest of us.j 

’? didnHt Anow the eUact timing,j Eleanor replied, ’but Srgos designed 
and made the engagement ring. Re felt he had to asA me before starting 
it, although ? promised 2asir to Aeep it a secret. 2asir ordered the ring 
only a couple of weeAs ago, right after they got bacA from Mars.j
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DINNE WTIHCWHCEWLA
N

Mirim was surprised and honored when Walter Sr. and Josephine sat 
down beside each other at one end of the table. Josephine loved to en-
tertain almost as much as she loved to travel. At her dinner parties and 
dances, she mostly followed standard protocol. Mirim had heard that 
Walter Sr. and Josephine habitually sat beside one another at regular 
meals, even when eating at the grand table in the dining room. Their 
seven living children and two who had died in infancy demonstrated 
how close the two were. Despite that, one of the rules Mirim had never 
seen her break at any event Mirim had attended at Gresham Castle 
was that the mistress of the house sat at the head of the table and the 
master of the house sat at the foot. To be present when Walter Sr. and 
Josephine were seated next to each other was an intimacy that belied 
the numbers in the house and the formality of the dress. It showed just 
how much Elisha’s family had been accepted into the Gresham clan.

And clan was the proper way to describe it.

In addition to Walter Sr. and Josephine, Walter Jr. and his wife, 
Eleanor, were there. Walter and Eleanor had been aboard the experi-
mental aethership Artemis when it had lightly crashed into the exterior 
bulkhead door at Tunnel 16 Entrance on the Moon. Elisha and Mirim 
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were the co-managers of the village there, and the four had become 
fast friends as Artemis was repaired, Walter and Eleanor married, and 
all had Zown to Galveston to escape the clutches of the lunar tyrant 
VaLr.

Also at the table were Edward and Bicky Gresham and their three chil-
dren. Edward was the chief managing oUcer of Gresham Aerospace, 
the company that was taking the lead in arming the Defender Marines 
who were Lghting against the tyrant in the lunar revolution. William 
and Essie éockhart and their son also attended, since William’s family 
in Chappell Hill was too far to travel for just Christmas Day.

zill and Josey Armstrong attended, since zill’s family was three states 
away. zill still worked for Col. Moody at the Galveston Cotton Ex-
change and zoard of Trade, but had become the go-to expert for 
the Selenites in selling gemstones and leukos crystals to fund their 
revolution. 

Thomas Gresham was home from Wake Forest 0niversity and at-
tending with his LancKe, Rey Hutchings. He only had a single semes-
ter to go before graduation and already had arranged a clerkship with 
0S Justice John Harlan of the American Commonwealth Arbitration 
Council while he read for his law exam. Texas had just passed a new law 
standardiOing the process, but it wasn’t substantially diPerent from 
what Judge Stewart practiced in the 1Nth District.

Frank was home from his Lrst semester at Columbia 0niversity. He 
was studying hard, looking to graduate the engineering program early 
so he could come back and study the advanced engineering of the 
Crystal 8eep when they started teaching in Galveston, as well as 
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learning aetheric engineering from “ikola Tesla. His LancKe, Margaret 
Sealy, accompanied him.

Finally, there was the recently engaged couple, “asir and zeulah. 

In parallel to the Christmas dinner celebration on the main Zoor, the 
Gresham staP, small as it was, held a similar celebration on the lower 
Zoor. üart of this was to give them more space than they would have 
had in any of their houses. üart of it was to make it easier for the 
Greshams to subsidiOe the food and cooking of that feast. And part of 
it was to allow Rosa to take care of the main Zoor feast in the way she 
felt was proper. Rosa may have been a small, plump woman, prone 
to laughter and gentle words, but she ruled her kitchen with a Lrm, 
tactical mind any general oUcer would be proud of.

“ow, she marshaled her forces? her two daughters, Isabella and Catali-
na, Mrs. Thompson, the housekeeper, Ingrid R9diger, the coach-
man’s wife, and Miss Ida Rudolph, the live-in maid. 0nder Rosa’s 
direction, the other Lve women placed cups of oyster soup before 
every diner using the china set with the bluebonnets that Josephine 
had painted. 

‘This brings back memories,; Eleanor remarked.

‘Did you usually have oyster soup for Christmas2; Mirim asked.

‘We had oyster soup a lot growing up,; Eleanor said. ‘Since oysters 
are so much cheaper than other types of meat, oyster soup or oysters 
in other meat dishes to stretch out the beef or mutton was something 
mother did often. I still miss her. “o matter how hard she worked on 
her design work for Edison Aetherics, she always took time to make 
dinner and keep the house.;
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‘I wonder what Rebecca Hayes would say about that,; Mirim mused.

‘Who2; Eleanor asked.

‘Mrs. Rebecca Hayes is an advocate for what she calls Gwomen’s rights’ 
and Gtemperance’,; Mirim explained. ‘I really don’t understand either 
of them, but the women’s rights she seems to champion sound mostly 
like she wants women to act like men and be Gfreed’ from Ghaving to’ 
act like women.;

Eleanor nodded her head. ‘I’ve met some women like her. Mother 
did as well. A few of them called themselves feminists, but they sound 
like Mrs. Hayes. They really liked it that mother was working as an 
engineer for Edison Aetherics, but they tended to lose interest when 
she told them the only reason she went into engineering instead of 
being just a wife and mother was that she was the only one able to 
carry on her father’s legacy. Honestly, that is the reason I opened my 
engineering practice in üerth-AmboyH to carry on mother’s legacy. 
Hopefully, one day Walter and I will have at least one son to carry 
on the engineering legacy, and all our daughters can be like you and 
Josephine.;

‘So what was Christmas like with your family2; Mirim asked, chang-
ing the subject.

‘Well, we would always eat a special Christmas frumenty for break-
fast,; Eleanor said, gaOing into her past with a fond look. ‘It is a por-
ridge made from whole wheat berries. We ate it fairly often because it is 
hearty and inexpensive. :n Christmas, however, she would add spices 
like nutmeg and cinnamon if she had them, along with dried currants 
and apples, sometimes dried cranberries or pitted raisins. She always 
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tried to make it a special dish despite it being just a little something to 
tide us over until Christmas dinner.

‘Since it was only the three of us, we didn’t tend to have a whole 
turkey like Josephine will serve later. Sometimes it would just be a 
duck or maybe two, but usually mother would Lnd a goose for us. At 
least when we were in America, which is most of the Christmases I 
remember, mother made cornbread stuUng. Since corn is something 
the Indians taught to us Europeans when we Lrst got here, basing the 
turkey or goose stuUng on cornbread seems very American to me and 
a way to honor that friendship.

‘We’d have roasted potatoes and mashed turnips and maybe some peas 
or beans of some type, and then mother’s boiled pudding for dessert. 
She always called it Spotted Dick for the spots of fruit in the pudding, 
but it is essentially the same as plum pudding. Since she usually didn’t 
have the spices to make the dough as dark as Rosa does, the spots of 
the dried fruit were more noticeable. She also didn’t use a mold for the 
pudding. She just used a linen cloth and boiled it for hours. The smell 
as it cooked Llled the house and is another of my favorite memories. 
We usually had it with rum butter and didn’t ZambK it. After all, rum 
has always been something Gthe colonies’ were known for.;

‘Jou said most of the Christmases you remember were in America,; 
Mirim noted. ‘What other Christmases do you remember2;

‘So mother’s husband, ét. Bansittart, was on the Graves Expedition 
to Mars from March 1”7N to August 1”7I. I turned Lve just before 
they left, so I don’t know when mother and I went to England, but at 
Christmas I remember we were at 8nebworth House with mother’s 
patron, éord éytton. We didn’t return to America until after the 



MIRIM'S FIRST CHRISTMAS I1

expedition returned, so we spent two Christmases there. I didn’t think 
much of it at the time, but mother was almost treated like the lady of 
the manor during that time.

‘I’m fairly certain I have memories of the two Christmases mixed up, 
but I’m pretty sure both years we had a big beef roast with bones 
in it. There was also roasted venison at least once. The dressing was 
completely diPerent. It was made with chestnuts and veal and was 
called a Gforcemeat’ dressing. I’m not sure of much more than that, but 
it sounded so strange and tasted so good I remembered that much. I 
don’t remember a lot about the side dishes except that Christmas din-
ner when I was seven had a lot fewer. I do remember there was aspara-
gus and stewed tomatoes, because it was winter and I was surprised 
that we were eating things that grew in the summer. The asparagus 
and tomatoes came from éord éytton’s greenhouse, of course, and 
were served for the same reason Walter Sr. and Josephine have separate 
bedrooms in the house here. It was a demonstration of wealth.;

‘It sounds like you enjoyed yourself.; Mirim ventured.

‘:h, I did.; Eleanor agreed. ‘Sometimes growing up, I wondered why 
father made us come back to America instead of joining us in England 
when he got back from Mars. I also wondered, especially when I got 
older, why mother and I had been treated like family instead of guests. 
When éord éytton died and left me my enormous inheritance, many 
things became clear. Sometimes I wonder what it would have been 
like if mother had stayed with éord éytton and become éady éytton. 
More recently, I’m very grateful she didn’t. If she had, I would have 
ended up just another English noblewoman. zecause she came back 
to her marriage, I learned engineering, had the chance to design Nike, 
Artemis, and Endeavor, and met and married Walter. :h, and I got to 
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meet and make friends with an amaOing Selenite woman who is likely 
to be the Lrst First éady of the Moon.;

Mirim joined her friend in laughter at that.
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CHRISTMAS IN VERACUZ�

Since this was Christmas dinner, even if it was a less formal family oc-
casion, the meal was planned to take multiple hours and have plenty of 
time for conversation. Accordingly, Josephine and Rosa had planned 
to have a Tsh course. Ghe Tsh course was falling out of favor among 
many in balveston society, Eut Rosa had made a haliEut with egg 
sauce. 

Ghe two planners had toyed with the idea of making a huachinango 
a la Veracruzana, a much more colorful dish, Eoth for the eyes and 
the palate. Fventually, they decided against it. Virst, huachinango a 
la zeracru’ana was at the edge of RosaDs culinary reach. Second, it 
was one of WoloresD favorites, and neither woman wanted to serve 
something that she would Ee disappointed in. Vinally, WoloresD cook 
was a recogni’ed master of the dish among the chefs of the dishDs native 
city. jith a Ear that high, and with a Mudge that discerning, they opted 
for the safer American dish instead.
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As they enMoyed their Tsh, Lirim asked Wolores, Ixs this like the 
Christmas dinner you have in Le?ico”H

Ijell,H Wolores tempori’ed, Iit is like the Christmas dinner at bre-
sham Bacienda. Yut that is Eecause x was married to an American 
EarEarian who was only Tt to ask for my hand in marriage Eecause 
he had grown oEscenely wealthy running the Elockade during the 
Furo-American jar.H

WoloresD sally elicited a round of laughter from everyone present. 
Wolores continued, Ixn Le?ico, we tend to celeErate Christmas in very 
diéerent fashion. xnstead of a single Eig celeEration on Christmas Fve 
or Christmas Way, we start celeErating more than a week Eefore. xn 
Le?ico, qucatan, and most of Central America, there is a tradition 
called Las Posadas.H

IGhe xnns”H Lirim asked, confused.

IGhat is the literal translation,H Wolores agreed, IEut it is a novenario, 
a religious activity repeated for nine consecutive days, symEoli’ing the 
nine months Laria was pregnant with our Oord, Jesus Christ. Since 
zeracru’ is a fairly large city, each district will organi’e their own Oas 
Nosadas celeEration. Ghey choose two people, one to play the part of 
Laria and one to play the part of Josí.H

ILaria and Josí” xs that Spanish for Lary and Joseph”H Lirim 1ues-
tioned.

IS6, s6, Lary and Joseph,H Wolores acknowledged. IFach night from 
the '5th to the 4“th, Laria and Josí lead a procession to a prearranged 
house or sometimes church, and they sing or chant verses Eack and 
forth Eetween Josí asking for shelter for Maria Regina Caeli and 



LxRxLQS VxRSG CBRxSGLAS 4K

the inn keeper saying there is no room. Fventually, the procession is 
welcomed inside, and a Testa, a celeEration, is held.H

ILaria Regina Caeli, Lary ñueen of what”H Lirim asked.

ILary ñueen of Beaven in Oatin, the root of Spanish.H 2ikola sup-
plied. ILy father e?plained that if Jesus Christ is Ding of xsrael and the 
Pniverse, then Lary is the ñueen Lother.H

IS6, s6, learned sir.H Wolores said, touching his arm. Ixn the coastal 
regions of Le?ico and qucatan from zeracru’ to Yeli’e, we have an 
additional tradition called Oa Rama for the Eranches that are carried 
Ey many of the children. Children will go out and get a tree Eranch and 
decorate it, kind of like a small Christmas tree, although painting the 
Eranch makes it a little diéerent. Ghey will travel from house to house 
singing a song aEout how a gentleman lives in the house and gives them 
permission to ask for coins or candies. Ghe coins are sometimes used to 
help defray the costs of the Nosada Testa, although when the Testa was 
held in our house, any coins collected went into the piEata instead.H 

Ijhat is a piEata”H Lirim asked.

Ixt is a clay container that can Ee many diéerent shapes, with colored 
paper decorations.H Wolores e?plained. IWuring the Oas Nosadas Testa, 
a piEata shaped like a seven-pointed star to symEoli’e the seven deadly 
sins is shattered, and the children scramEle to collect the candies, dried 
fruits, and coins that spill out. xt is really 1uite endearing.H

Ix rememEer piEatas at some of the celeErations we had at your house 
in zeracru’.H jalter Jr. put in. Ix always enMoyed them, although x 
donDt rememEer one shaped like a star.H 
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IAt least at Bacienda bresham the seven pointed star piEata is only 
for Christmas.H Wolores said. Ix think we usually had a donkey piEata 
when you and your siElings were there. And even you were endearing 
when you were scramEling for the piEataDs spilled contents.H

beneral laughter, led Ey jalter Jr., met WoloresD sally since it was 
well known that jalter Jr. and Gia Wolores had an ongoing good-na-
tured teasing relationship. IAfter the piEata we have food and Ponche 
Navideño, Christmas Nunch, which x Eelieve Josephine will Ee serving 
later”H

Iqes,H the mistress of the house answered. Ixt will Ee one of the drinks 
availaEle when we adMourn to the Silver Room to sing Christmas 
songs.H

Ix suspected it would Ee part of the festivities when Rosa asked for the 
recipe and for the fruits to Ee Fown up from zeracru’ Ey Artemis. Ghe 
fact that we can Must send for something from zeracru’ in the morning 
and it is in balveston Ey afternoon is still ama’ing.H
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NIKOLA’S CHRISTMAS

The next course was purposefully designed to be eaten over a long 
period of time and was more of a set of snacks than a proper dinner 
course. This also gave the children a chance to play for a while in the 
upstairs sitting room to burn o, some energy. The food consisted 
of olives– celery– carrots sliced into long pieces j almost qulienned j 
spinach custard sRuares and small– round deviled spaghetti servings 
baked in small ramekin dishes with ’osaDs special spices. 

This was also a chance to have a drink other than wine with their meal. 
Iespite the relatively cold weather outside– they had a chilled sweet 
tea. Mn deference to their guests from the Aoon– instead of black tea 
from Esia– they had AirimDs favorite nakur tea. Mt had a taste similar 
to mint tea– but lighter– with a slightly sweet– grassy note. The plants 
themselves had sRuare stems and leaves that looked very much like 
mint. Mf the nakur plant of the Aoon existed on Larth the same way 
co,ee plants did– the Larth eRuivalent had yet to be identiCed. 
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WMt seems that celebrating Uhristmas in Aexico is Ruite di,erent from 
in ?alveston. ”hat about where you are from– 8ikola/- Airim asked. 
WThe Eustrian Lmpire– if M remember right.-

W”ell– good lady–- 8ikola said– donning his professorKshowman perH
sona like a comfortable robe. WTechnically– M was born and raised unH
der the sovereignty of the Eustrian Lmperor and Sing of Jungary. 
2ractically– however– M was born and raised a 1erb. Mt has been so long 
since 1erbia was its own nation that the boundaries are Ruite blurred– 
and there were a lot of Uroatians in 1milqan– the town M was raised in– 
as well as 1erbs. 

WMDm not familiar with either Eustrian or Jungarian Uhristmas tradiH
tions. 1ince we were 1erbian and father was the local 1erbian Prthodox 
priest– we followed those traditions for Uhristmas. Pne big di,erence 
is that in 1milqan– and in the entire Prthodox world– today is not 
Uhristmas Iay. Uhristmas Iay wonDt be for almost two more weeks– 
on 5anuary sixth. This is because we still use the calendar instituted 
by 5ulius Uaesar instead of the one instituted by the Uatholic 2ope 
in F'G“. Lventually– the Prthodox world will need to do what the 
2rotestant countries have done over the last three centuries and adopt 
the new calendar– but whether they change what day Uhristmas is on 
is anybodyDs guess.

WThree 1undays before Uhristmas was Detinjci– UhildrenDs Iay. Efter 
Aass– Aother and 9ather would tie our arm or leg to a table with 
a soft scarf– and we would have to give them a present to gain our 
freedom. 1ince we were supposed to save up our own money to buy 
the gift– or the materials to make the gift– it encouraged us to be frugal. 
1omething M forgot during my third year at the 2olytechnic– when M fell 
into gambling– to my shame and annoyance. 
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WTwo 1undays before Uhristmas was Materice– AotherDs Iay. Egain 
after Aass– Aother would be tied to a chair with a scarf– and she would 
give each of the children a gift in ransom. This was always something 
edible– candy– nuts– fruit– or something similar. ”hen we were given 
the gift– we would3 M suppose the best way to say it is we would 
congratulate Aother for being a good mother. Mt loses something in 
the translation– but it is congratulations with a healthy dose of thanks 
and gratitude. 

WThe 1unday before Uhristmas was Oci– 9atherDs Iay. Pnce more– 
after Aass– 9ather would allow us to capture him and tie him to a chair 
with his belt. E playful negotiation would then take place until the 
gifts were agreed upon– and 9ather would tell us where to Cnd them. 
Nsually it was something of practical value that would help us with 
our studies or tasks in the year to come. 9ather often gave me books 
on church history or theology until M went to the 2olytechnic and he 
gave up trying to convince me to follow him into the priesthood. 

WM qust recently sent Aother a leukos lamp for the kitchen and 9ather 
a book of 1elenite lore MmaDs husband– Lkkabert– helped me prepare. 
MDm sure Aother will Cnd the lamp useful– and if the lore book isnDt a 
religious text per se– M suspect he will at least Cnd it interesting.

WPn Uhristmas Lve– our celebration started fairly early. 9ather and one 
of the young men who helped him at the church would go into the 
forest and cut down the badnjak– a large oak log– longer than M am 
tall. They would lean it against the house for most of the day. ”hy we 
cut it in the morning but didnDt do anything with it until evening was 
something 9ather couldnDt explain except for– 0itDs traditionD.  
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WMn the evening– 9ather would cut the badnqak into three logs. 9ather 
would bring in the largest of the three logs himself– although when M 
was strong enough– M got to help him with the other two. ”hen he 
brought the Crst log in– he would be careful to cross the threshold 
right foot Crst and greet us all by saying– 0?ood evening and happy 
Uhristmas Lve to you.D Aother would throw grain at him and say– 
0?od give you wellHbeing– and may you have good luck.D 

WEctually– now that M think of it– M think 9ather would throw grain at 
the tree the badnqak was cut from and recite some sort of blessing or 
prayer. M never paid a lot of attention to that part and left for school in 
Sarlovac when M was fourteen. 

WMt was our tradition to lay the three logs with the larger two at the 
bottom and the other on top as a symbol of the Joly Trinity. Oighting 
the badnqak symboliDed the Cre the shepherds kindled at the mouth 
of the stable cave Uhrist was born in to warm him and his mother– 
Aary– throughout the winter night. 1ince the house was supposed to 
be UhristDs stable nursery Aother would scatter straw on the Eoor. M 
used to dislike that part– as all the children were supposed to act like 
baby chickens.-

WAaybe we should revive that tradition–- Iolores put in with a smirk– 
WMt is good for you to have your stuFness unstu,ed now and then.-

8ikola blushed and harrumphed before continuing. WMt is a solid log 
to symboliDe UhristDs cross– and the warmth it sheds symboliDes the 
salvation his cruciCxion made possible. 9ather would then pour a little 
wine on the badnqak and o,er a prayer. 0?rant to us– P ?od– health 
and qoy in this home. ?rant us abundant harvests. ?rant us healthy 
lives. ?rant us increase in our Eocks and herds. ?rant us– P ?od– 
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the 2eace and ?oodwill your angels promised to the shepherds on 
the night Uhrist was born.D Je would take a sip and pass the qug to 
Aother. 1he would sip and– as necessary– help the children take a sip 
as well. 

WEmong the 1erbs of 1milqan– the head of the household was supposed 
to bless the whole house with the 1ign of the Uross and using a lit 
candle as a censer. 1ince 9ather was the local priest– he used a real censer 
with frankincense instead of the candle. Efter that– we would eat a 
special Uhristmas Lve meal. 

W1ince Uhristmas Lve was a fast day– there was always badnjački kolač– 
a type of round– unleavened bread that each of us had to eat a bite of 
with salt on it. There wasnDt supposed to be any meat with it– but Csh 
was acceptable. ”e would have roast Csh– beans– sauerkraut– noodles 
with ground walnuts– honey– baklava– and wine.  

WLveryone would stay awake then until the badnqak was burned 
through. 1upposedly– if you fell asleep beforehand– you would be at 
risk of dying suddenly in your sleep in the coming year. ”hat helped 
me stay awake– at least until MDd been to 5oanneum 2olytechnic was 
the promise that whoever noticed the badnqak burn through Crst 
would be blessed with extra luck that year. Efter the burn through– the 
children would go to bed– and 9ather and Aother would keep watch 
until the Cre was out. 

WThe next morning all of us who werenDt reRuired to watch the cookH
ing went to church for Aorning Aass.  Efter Aass– the badnqak was 
rekindled– and the same young man who helped father cut it was our 
Crst visitor on Uhristmas Iay. The Crst visitor was our polaznik and 
had a very special signiCcance.  
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WJe would enter– right foot Crst– and greet us by saying 0Uhrist is 
born–D to which we would reply– 0Truly Je is born.D Je would then 
strike the burning badnqak several times– causing sparks to Ey. Lach 
time– he would wish us di,erent types of happiness and prosperity as 
abundant as the sparks that Eew. Je would then throw a coin into the 
Cre– and weDd give him a round loaf of bread and some small present.

WPne of my sisters was always sent to the well to get the strong water. 
1upposedly– the Crst water gathered on Uhristmas morning has speH
cial properties– and there was a whole ritual to getting it. Egain not 
something M paid particular attention to. 

WPur Uhristmas feast would always start with a bite of the prosphora– 
some of the bread brought back from the Uhristmas Aorning Aass. M 
think it was a way for the people who couldnDt go to Aass to connect 
with the celebration of the Aass. 

WUhristmas dinner was the most festive meal of the year for us. E 
2eGenica– a whole roast pig is the centerpiece– and one of the reasons 
not everyone could attend Aorning Aass. Purs was always a small pig 
instead of roasting a normal siDed pig. Efter all– we were a relatively 
small family– qust my 9ather and Aother being the adults in the houseH
hold. ”e never would have been able to eat a normal siDed roast pig. 

WThere were always several česnica loaves baked. Pne special one and 
several more qust to eat. Et the start of the meal– 9ather and the poH
laDnik would hold the special Gesnica and rotate it three times counH
terclockwise. They would then carefully break it into as many pieces as 
we had diners– and everyone would eat it Crst. There was a coin baked 
into the special loaf. ”hoever got the coin was supposed to have extra 
special good luck that year. 
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WMn addition to the peGenica we would have sarma– of course. That was 
cabbage leaves stu,ed with ground meat and rice. Mt was something we 
ate fairly often. ”eDd also have either a baked ham or sausages– another 
reason to have a smaller  than typical. There was a hearty olivier salad– 
and Aother would also make ajvar– a roasted red pepper and eggplant 
relish for the meats. 9or dessert– there was more Gesnica– without the 
coin– baklava– orahnjača– a nut roll– apple strudel– and fresh and dried 
fruits.-

W”ell– 8ikola–- 5osephine said– WyouDll be pleased to know that ’osa 
made an Pliver salad with ham chunks for you. Mn fact– M believe it will 
be part of our main course here in a few minutes.-
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MIRIM HAS QUESTIONS

After the children had been corralled and reseated at the table, the 
main course arrived. A large turkey, roasted a golden brown with rich 
chestnut stujng, took center stage. Around it, cranberry pelly, sweet 
qotato croIuettes, mashed qotatoes, giblet gravy, qeas in turniq cuqs, 
and hot buttered yeast rolls were arrayed. Nn deference to ’ikolaCs 
Thristmas memories, there was olivier salad. -his was a hearty salW
ad with diced boiled qotatoes, carrots, eggs, qickles, qeas, and ham 
chunks bound with mayonnaise. “ith this, a sqarkling cider, watered 
a little for the adults and more so for the children, was qrovided. 

SMo what do you think of your ?rst Thristmas, ”irimEB Dleanor asked.

SNt is wonderful,B ”irim reqlied. S-he variety of foods, so many of 
them new. -he decorations are beautiful. -he kissing bough, esqecialW
ly since my son used it so strategically to qroqose to Reulah. And the 
di'erent traditions you and Folores and ’ikola have told us about. 
Rut it all leaves me even more confused about your Darth religions.B
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S“hy is that, good ladyEB ’ikola asked.

S“hen we ?rst came here,B ”irim said with some eJasqeration, SN 
thought that every time there was a mapor qolitical sqlit, a new sect 
of Thristianity would aqqear. zrthodoJ and Tatholic, with the sqlit 
of that emqire. Anglican and Dqiscoqalian with the founding of the 
Pnited Mtates. -hen the Heverend for the Raqtist Thurch eJqlained 
that their sqlit from the Tatholics didnCt have anything to do with 
qolitical Iuestions. -hen N discovered that all of you Thristians sqlit 
o' from the Lewish tradition after the time of Lesus Thrist. Nt seems 
every time N learn a little more, it gets more confusing.B

Sxas she heard about the ”ohammedans, or Nndian qagans, or even 
the ”ayans or A6tecsEB “alter Lr. asked his wife.

Sxush,B Dleanor whisqered, SitCs confusing enough for ”irim withW
out adding all of those into the miJ.B

SFonCt worry,B ”irim assured her friend, SN know there are many 
other religions other than the Thristian ones. NCve pust been focused on 
them because they seem most comqatible with our own beliefs. Rut all 
these traditions seem to have grown uq around Thristmas, and N donCt 
see how they connect with the actual events of Lesus ThristCs birth.B

SActually, N think N can helq with that one,B ’ikola said. SAs N menW
tioned, my father always wanted one of his sons to follow in his footW
steqs and become a qriest. After my older brother died, he focused 
that desire on the sole remaining one, me. Fesqite not following in his 
footsteqs and never going to seminary, N was eJqosed to a lot of church 
history and theology. N also had Iuestions about how our Thristmas 
traditions connected to the events of Thristmas. Gut simqly, the conW
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nection is sometimes convoluted and often qostdates the tradition 
itself.B

Sxow can that beEB ”irim asked, qu66led.

S5rom the time of Tonstantine the 7reat in the fourth century, 
Thristianity had been the ojcial religion of the Homan Dmqire. 
“ithin the emqire, it was fairly easy to get qeoqle to convert from the 
qagan religions that had fallen out of favor to Thristianity that was in 
favor. zutside the emqire, it was a di'erent story. Nn the ?fth century, 
Goqe 7regory N encouraged missionaries to destroy the idols, but, if 
the temqle was well built, to qurify it and turn it into a church. xe 
also encouraged them to celebrate qagan rituals and festivals if they 
could be adaqted to have Thristian meanings. N susqect most of the 
Merbian Thristmas Dve and Thristmas Fay traditions relating to luck 
are adaqted qagan festivals.B

S’ot all of the Thristmas traditions are adaqted qagan rituals,B FoW
lores obpected. S;irgen santa, N canCt imagine any A6tec ritual that 
could have any but a demonic interqretation, and the ”aya werenCt 
that much better. Vas Gosada started as a qageant to teach the natives 
of ’ew Mqain about the nativity. Nf it has drifted a little, at its heart is 
still the teaching about the birth of our Vord.B

STertainly that is the case, ?ne lady,B ’ikola said. SN donCt mean to 
imqly all Thristmas traditions are originally qagan in origin. Nt is like 
when Roniface sqread Thristianity among the 7ermanic tribes in the 
:th Tentury. Tertainly he choqqed down an oak sacred to the qagan 
7ermans and built a church from its lumber, but many churches were 
built in 7ermania with no ties to anything qagan.

SAt the heart of all Thristmas traditions is the story. 
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And it came to qass in those days, that there went out a 
decree from Taesar Augustus that all the world should 
be taJed. And all went to be taJed, every one into his 
own city. And Loseqh also went uq from 7alilee, out 
of the city of ’a6areth, into Ludea, unto the city of 
Favid, which is called RethlehemY to be taJed with 
”ary his esqoused wife, being great with child. And 
she brought forth her ?rstborn son, and wraqqed him 
in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a mangerY beW
cause there was no room for them in the inn.

And there were in the same country sheqherds abidW
ing in the ?eld, keeqing watch over their Kock by 
night. And, lo, the angel of the Vord came uqon them, 
and the glory of the Vord shone round about them9 
and they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto 
them, D5ear not9 for, behold, N bring you good tidings 
of great poy, which shall be to all qeoqle. 5or unto you 
is born this day in the city of Favid a Mavior, which 
is Thrist the Vord. And this shall be a sign unto youY 
Ee shall ?nd the babe wraqqed in swaddling clothes, 
lying in a manger.

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude 
of the heavenly host qraising 7od, and saying, D7lory 
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to 7od in the highest, and on earth qeace, good will 
toward men.C

And it came to qass, as the angels were gone away from 
them into heaven, the sheqherds said one to another, 
DVet us now go unto Rethlehem, and see this thing 
which is come to qass, which the Vord hath made 
known unto us.C

And they came with haste, and found ”ary, and 
Loseqh, and the babe lying in a manger.

-here was a solemn silence for a moment when ’ikola had ?nished 
before “alter Lr. asked, SFid you pust recite that Rible qassage from 
memory, ’ikolaEB

SNt isnCt only science and engineering teJts N can memori6e after only 
a few readings,B ’ikola said. SNCve found it instructive when learning 
how to read a new language to read the Rible in the new language as 
well. Dven when the language is out of date and lacks technical terms, 
like your Dnglish translation, it gives me an initial broad base of reading 
skill to add the technical terms later. zne of the challenges NCve faced 
learning to read the 7oen most of the Trystal Feeq archives are in is 
that our Melenite friends donCt have a translation of the Rible for me to 
start with.B 
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S7etting back to ’ikolaCs qoint, the imqortant thing is to remember 
the story of ThristCs birth is the heart of Thristmas,B “alter said, 
taking another helqing of mashed qotatoes. S“e add various poyous 
celebrations of that story and maybe some of the details. Fecorate 
with things that, at least now, have greater or lesser signi?cance to the 
story. “e celebrate with solemn church services and poyous carols. “e 
feast and sing with family and friends, and all of that on toq of the 
story, can pust be gravy,B he ?nished, qouring a ladle of gravy atoq his 
qotatoes with a triumqhant grin.

After the main course, a lighter course of lettuce salad and cheese balls 
was served to cleanse the qalate and allow some time for the guestsC 
digestion to catch uq. -o aid the qrocess, Hosa had secured a very sqeW
cial tea. Hosa was visiting with ”arie, the cook for the 5rench Tonsul 
in 7alveston, when ”arie mentioned receiving a very sqecial GuCer 
tea through 5rench Nndochina. Aqqarently, it was so qri6ed by the 
Thinese Dmqeror, that it was called a Dtribute teaC. Nt came comqressed 
in discs with sqecial qaqer wraqqings and seals. After seeing how much 
the GuCer tea cost, Hosa learned the comqleJ, multiWsteq method of 
rinsing, reconstituting, and qutting the tea through multiqle, short 
steeqing cycles to bring out the best Kavor. -he result was a dark tea 
with a full body and a mellow, earthy Kavor with fruity notes and a 
slightly sweet aftertaste. 
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SWEET ENDINGS AND FETCH QUESTS

After about half an hour, the centerpiece of the formal dessert course 
was brought out. In both the US and Britain, this was called a plum 
pudding, despite having no plums in it. It was also called a Christmas 
pudding, despite it being made throughout the winter months. Rosa 
used the same recipe Eleanor’s mother, Henrietta Vansittart, had used, 
with the addition of a few more sweet spices. It mixed raisins, dried 
currants, chopped dried zgs, chopped dried apples, and orange Test 
into a sweet batter that included a signizcant amount of beef suet. khe 
batter was put into a pudding mold and boiled for several hours. Rosa 
had done this the previous weey and merelj put the pudding bacy into 
the boiling water again Must prior to serving it to reheat it. 

khe resulting pudding, with a sprig of hollj adorning its crown, 
looyed verj much liye a dary caye with daryer spots of dried fruits in 
it. Rosa brought it out on a raised platter and placed it on the table for 
all to see and admire. As she made a few additional preparations, her 
helpers closed the window blinds and turned o' the electric lights. In 
the dim light of the leuyos crjstals from the tree in the grand staircase 
and a pedestal candle on the table, Rosa poured a rich rum into a large 
ladle and began to heat it over the candle Fame. After heating it Must 
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enough, Rosa tipped the ladle Must enough for the rum to catch zre and 
proceeded to pour blue Fames over the entire dessert, to the applause 
of all. 

Dhen the zre went out, the lights were restored, and the other desserts 
“ mincemeat pie, pecan pie, and chocolate pie “ were brought out 
and placed on the sideboard. As diners indicated their preference, the 
servers would provide them with a small slice of pie or, if thej wanted 
pudding, Rosa would cut them a slice and place the rum butter sauce 
atop it. khe partj enMojed their dessert with cups of rich co'ee from 
the Blue 4ountains in British ”amaica. 

As thej were enMojing their dessert, Oolores spoye up, LRosa, don’t 
Must serve the pudding. Since we are sharing Christmas traditions with 
4irim, jou need to tell her about maying Christmas tamales.P

Rosa looyed a little shocyed to be called on to address the room. After 
all, even if she was the cooy, she was a servant, not a member of the 
familj. LNh, Doña, I couldn’t,P she said.

”osephine, intrigued, spoye. LOon’t worrj, Rosa, jou and ”uan are 
almost liye familj anjwaj. Besides, I’m curious as well. I didn’t ynow 
there was a di'erence in maying Christmas tamales.P

Rosa still looyed reluctant until cries from all sides made it obvious 
that the companj were all interested in her storj. Rosa was not the 
storjteller her husband was. kaying a deep breath however she steeled 
herself for the ordeal. 
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LI’ve had familj in San Antonio since it was a Spanish outpost. I 
remember the 2as Gosadas parade along the river to the Cathedral 
prior to Christmas. In San Antonio, and even here in Yalveston, the 
keManos eat a lot of tamales during the Christmas season. About two 
weeys before Christmas, the women in the familj get together and trj 
to maye enough tamales ahead of time so we don’t fall behind during 
the season. khis jear, since Ooéa Oolores and 4istress Eleanor were 
bacy from their adventures and both had asyed to learn how I made 
tamales, I invited them to Moin us.P

LRosa’s tamales yept us fed when we would forget meals while we were 
building Artemis.P Eleanor explained. Lkhe few we tooy in Mars were 
also hugelj popular with the Selenites at Dalter’s and mj wedding 
feast. Since we were taying a breay from Fjing all over creation chasing 
rumors and adventures, learning to cooy a new dish sounded verj 
relaxing.P

LSo jou thought it was going to be relaxing-P Oolores said mirthfullj. 
L3ou don’t ynow 2atin women verj well, whether thej are keMano or 
”arocha.P

Lkouch&,P Eleanor acynowledged cheerfullj.

khe banter from the two upper class ladies helped Rosa to relax, and 
she was far less tentative as she continued. L4j friend Angelina Moined 
us since all her familj is in ñew 2eon. All mj female relatives are in San 
Antonio or 2aredo, so it was Must mj daughters, Isabella and Catalina. 
Six ladies to maye all the tamales we would need for Christmas would 
be diKcult, especiallj since two were new to tamale maying, but it was 
better than Must the four of us last jear. Besides, part of the tradition is 
for the menqfoly to help us bj getting ingredients as needed.P
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LIs that what it was called,P ñiyola said. LI ynow I wondered throughq
out the daj whj I’d been invited. It seemed everj time we went into the 
yitchen, jou had another errand for us. It seemed jou were trjing to 
yeep us out from underfoot more than actuallj needing our help.P

LDhat gave that awaj-P Dalter ”r. asyed. LDas it having to go all the 
waj to Stringfellow Nrchards to get the special oranges, or having to 
taly onlj to Bill Heer at Boone 5 ”ohnson because he was the onlj one 
who ynew the correct tjpe of chili powder she wanted.P

LIt was talying to 4r. Heer.P ñiyola decided. LDhen he said we 
needn’t have waited on him to znish his lunch and that anj of the 
clerys ynew what chili powder the Yresham’s cooy, Rosa, bought, that 
gave it awaj.P

LRecyon it did at that,P Dalter agreed Moviallj.

LBoth of jou stop it.P Oolores scolded good naturedlj. LNn tamale 
maying daj, Rosa was Ooéa of the 6itchen, and jou menfoly were 
her cheerful ynights errant. 3ou go on jour 7uests without complaint 
or second guessing and yeep jour bribón comments to jourself.P

L3es, kia, of course, kia, I will cheerfullj fetch anjthing Ooéa Rosa 
re7uires, kia,P Dalter said unctuouslj.

Oolores gave her nephew a verj old fashioned looy before turning to 
Rosa with an encouraging smile. LGlease continue, Ooéa Rosa.P

Rosa tooy a moment to get over her Fuster before continuing almost 
apologeticallj. LGart of the tradition is to send the men foly on, um, 
7uests, I suppose. khe women thiny up errands that are verj specizc 
and time consuming, but possible. khe men attempt to accomplish 
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the errands as 7uicylj as possible while following the instructions 
scrupulouslj. It is yind of a goodqnatured game.P

LNf course this jear I had two new sets of hands to teach how to maye 
tamales.P Rosa noted. LOoéa Oolores was slow to start, but got verj 
good verj 7uicylj.P

LI had an advantage,P Oolores conzded in the companj. LI’ve alwajs 
liyed to watch our cooys maye things, especiallj in the cooler months. 
Dhen I was a girl, our hacienda was in the mountains, so I watched 
a lot more often. I remember helping with tamales a few times. I’m 
not sure if thej even came out, but after the zrst doTen or two the 
techni7ue came bacy to me. I will note, however, that all the corn 
husys I seemed to get were much closer to the right siTe, and I never had 
to piece two together to maye the wrapping. Also, Rosa’s masa paste 
was perfect, and the husys were all soayed to Must the right amount of 
Fexibilitj.P

L3ou’ll also note the conspicuous absence of comments on mj own 
poor e'orts,P Eleanor noted wrjlj. LI don’t ynow if it is some missing 
2atin characteristic or too much time in the design studio instead of 
the yitchen, but I could not get the right amount of masa paste in 
an even enough coat without spending far more time than anj of the 
other women.P

L4rs. Eleanor,P Rosa protested, Ljou trj too hard to be perfect. Oo 
it fast and poorlj a few doTen times, and jou’ll znd jou are doing it 
fast and good enough. Oo it fast and good enough as manj times as 
Angelina and the girls, and jou will be as fast as thej are.P

LGerhaps jou’re right, Rosa,P Eleanor replied with a rueful shaye of 
her head. LBj nature I prefer Eli’s advice. GSlow and deliberate, delibq
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erate is fast, we don’t have time to maye mistayes.’ At least we have the 
results of jour e'orts to enMoj. And we will want more tamales in Mars 
to taye with us to Egjpt when we go.P

L3es, 4rs. Eleanor. I’ll be sure to maye them.P

After enMojing the pies and pudding, Rosa and her helpers brought up 
plates of zngerqfood stjle desserts. Swiss Gennj Cayes, small meringue 
cooyies with a vanilla Favor. 2emon star cooyies, an iced butter cooyie 
with lemon Favor cut into star shapes. Yateaux de 4ilan, another tjpe 
of butter cooyie Favored with lemon and rum and using the egg jolys 
left over from maying the meringue for the Swiss Gennj Cayes. Sugar 
plums, powdered sugar covered balls of dried fruit and nuts. khere 
were chocolate bon bons using chocolate from VeracruT and three 
di'erent tjpes of dessert tamales, two with dried fruit and Mam zllings 
and one with a sweet cream and pecan zlling. 

Dith the desserts were laid out three di'erent drinys. 4ulled wine on 
an alcohol burner to yeep it warm sat next to an arraj of small glass 
mugs. A punchbowl of eggnog sat next to its collection of punch cups. 
Ponche Navideño, Christmas Gunch from VeracruT sat in a bowl on 
another alcohol burner with a number of claj cups called jarritos next 
to it. khere were also a number of spoons available with the ponche so 
that people could eat the chunys of fruit as well as the punch. Since this 
was the driny available for the children, there were several decanters of 
spirits at the bacy of the Marrito arraj for adults that wanted a bit of a 
punch with their ponche. 
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khe celebrants, whether from Yalveston or the 4oon, spent the rest 
of the afternoon singing Christmas Carols, drinying punches, and 
nibbling on dessert tamales, cooyies, and sugar plums. 

Dhen Elisha and 4irim were walying bacy to the Selenite Embassj, 
both were in a happj and festive mood. LDell, mj soul,P Elisha asyed, 
LOo jou still thiny the Christmas traditions can’t be that complicatq
ed-P

4irim’s laugh was silverj sweet in the gathering daryness. LI should 
ynow better than tempt fate so, mj soul.P She admitted. LNf course 
everj time I begin to wonder how people can come up with so manj 
di'erent wajs to do something, I remember that there are more people 
Must in kexas than all the people on the 4oon. khis is such a huge 
world with millions and millions of people in a thousand di'erent 
societies. ño wonder something as special as Christmas will be celq
ebrated in so manj di'erent wajs.P

LI liyed how ñiyola’s people have the Children’s and 4other’s and 
Wather’s dajs,P Elisha said. LIt seems to be a good reminder of the ties 
of familj.P

LWamilj,P 4irim mused. LAnd now our familj is going to grow as 
Beulah Moins it. And we are going to be Moined bj marriage, not Must 
friendship, with this wonderful Yresham clan.P
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Lkhat is for sure, mj soul.P Elisha agreed. LI’m glad to see it as well. I 
hope ñasir and Beulah are the zrst of manj 4oonqEarth families. I 
certainlj can’t thiny of a clan I’d rather mj son marrj into.P



THE STOYC NOITUI…ES


Thank you for reading this book to the end. If you enjoyed it, please 
leave me a review on Amazon. It helps other people like you cnd and 
enjoy this story as well. 

If you want to know more about up/oming books, visit  www.mal/
olmupton./om-in’/rowd- and join my mailing list.

If you would like to learn more details about the history that I /an:t 
put in the books, and progress on the books themselves, visit my blog 
at httpsW--mal/olmupton./om-

Eant to know how Ealter, Mleanor, Zirim, and Mlisha crst met and 
began their resistan/e to the lunar tyrant ?acrC She/k out the four 
book series, Relene Beborn, 1ook 2 and 3 available now, 1ooks 4 and 0 
/oming crst half of 363F. httpsW--www.amazon./om-dp-16N4GXH’

YKY
1ook  2W  Artemis  Bising httpsW--www.ama’

zon./om-dp-16N4920Q?P
1ook  3W  Selestial  A//ord httpsW--www.ama’

zon./om-dp-16N7L37H2X
1ook  4W  Norging  the  Shain  1reakers httpsW--www.ama’

zon./om-dp-16NHTN8Q9'
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1ook 0W Relene Jn/hained httpsW--www.amazon./om-dp-16NHTVQ
44x

Bead about the further adventures of Ealter and Mleanor in 
Antar/ti/  Yoneymoon,  /oming  in  363F. httpsW--mal/olmup’

ton./om-books-antar/ti/’honeymoon-
Re/rets of 9ilimanjaro, /oming soon. httpsW--mal/olmupton./om-b
ooks-se/rets’of’kilimanjaro-

A//ompany Gasir and 1eulah on their adventure on Zars in Zartian 
7hoeniD, /oming in 363F. httpsW--mal/olmupton./om-books-Eight
’of’the’phoeniD-


